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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE: WORD 4: FORSAKEN 

  Did Jesus really feel forsaken?  Was he sad, was he mad, was 

he disappointed?  We are in error when we rationalize these words by say-

ing, “Well, the human side of him did, but the good old divine side was just 

cruising at high altitude over this grisly mess, like an F117A Stealth Jet. 
 

 I can’t begin to try to explain away how the Second Person of the 

Trinity can feel godforsaken.  Are these words of Jesus on the cross just him 

saying to us, “I just don’t feel like myself today!” 
 

 This is not about anyone’s personal feelings.  At this holy moment of 

supreme self-sacrifice, being torn asunder on behalf of the whole universe:  

At this holy, salvific moment for the entire cosmos, alpha to omega includ-

ing you and me dead in sin:  At this moment of objective salvation and alien 

grace for all creation….anyone’s subjective feelings are dubiously irrele-

vant. 

 Don’t demean what Christ has done by wondering about such fool-

ishness.  He’s smart.  He’s the Son of God.  He’s Trinity 2.0.  He’s God Al-

mighty, Creative Word, Intelligent Designer.  Give him a little credit for 

knowing how Psalm 22 ends. 
 

 Just as we do not remember popular songs on the radio by a number 

in a karaoke book or hymnal, the popular psalms of Jesus’ day were not 

numbered as they are today.  So you would have to indicate your psalm re-

quest by using the first line.  We say, “Play ‘Louie, Louie’, or ‘Chantilly 

Lace’, or “In the Jungle the Lion Sleeps Tonight’.” Jesus said, “My God, my 

God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, because there wasn’t any Psalm number 

22 at the time, and there weren’t any jukeboxes on Golgotha. 
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — Word 4:  Forsaken 

… /// ... 

 ‘My God, My God, (Eli, Eli) why hast thou forsaken me,’ is the title 

of Psalm 22.  It is the first line, just like the 1st line index of hymns in the 

back of the hymnal that you worship from every Sunday.  We have Top 40 

Hits today.  For Jesus, the Psalms were the Top 150.  People memorized 

them and sang along.  Everyone was well aware of the fact that there are 

around 18 phrases in what we call Psalm 22,  that describe the devastating 

and deadly consequences of human will run riot. 
 

 Everyone knew that there were around 28 phrases that continued to 

describe and praise God’s will, His control and saving action in the uni-

verse. This isn’t a victim moment of depression.  It is a victor’s winning mo-

ment of triumph.  It is all about King David’s experience, pain, strength and 

hope. 
 

 If it were about Jesus’ feelings, Jesus would have cried out some-

thing different like, “Abba, Abba, Lama Sabachthani.”  He would have 

called for his Dad.  God is utterly reliable even in the face of death for those 

who reach out to him.  Even death on a cross.  Jesus guarantees that-----

connects us to God and his power and grace and life.  Life is eternal.  Death 

is not the opposite of life.  Death is simply the opposite of birth.  Life has no 

opposite.  That is Abba God’s way of loving us integrally, creationally, eter-

nally. 
 

 There are many ways to die.  Some are more comfortable than oth-

ers.  Long life, peaceful with family and friends and a big smile and perhaps 

a kind comment about the beautiful view on the other side.  Some die in 

their sleep without saying anything.  Some don’t even know what happened, 

their death such a swift unknown accident.  Other ways to die are not so 

kind.    
 

In the 20th century, we humans killed one hundred million of our fel-

low humans cruelly, unjustifiably and horribly.  That’s one hundred million 

hand-built, spirit-breathed expressions of God’s image.  Putting it that way 

seems kind of…well…unspeakable.  
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… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — Word 4:  Forsaken 

 These dead were exterminated outside the will of God.  These vic-

tims were forsaken by humanity, not God.  God’s wonderful gift of free 

will:  What a freedom, what a responsibility, what a liability risk it turned 

out to be.  Perhaps only Jesus could foresee slaughter on that scale and com-

ment.  “Forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”  The lead 

word from the cross connects us to this point. We are connected through our 

creation and collective consciousness for good or for ill. Human will run riot 

is deadly.  God’s will is delighted life eternal. 
 

 Jesus is not whining.  He is speaking on behalf of the human race 

and all creation. 
 

 Today’s firemen put out fires. Originally firemen started fires.      

They worked in coal mines and they were the first to enter the mine each 

morning. 
 

 They wrapped up in wet rags and soaked clothes to be as fireproof as 

possible, or at least difficult to start burning.  They carried long flaming 

sticks to ignite any explosive methane gas that had seeped into pockets over-

night.  Once the mine was burned out it was safe to enter and begin the 

day’s work. 
 

 Jesus is our fireman. The cross of human forsakenness blasts away 

the foul and deadly pockets of sin so we can enter the dangerous places and 

work and live in safety and joy. 
 

 We are safe. 

 We know who we will praise no matter how we feel. 

 We know who rules over everything!               

 My God, My God.  You will never abandon me!!  Amen. 

 

 See you in worship ………………..  Bergy 
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Summer is almost here and so are Spectacular Summer Sundays.  Once a 

month in June, July and August we'll host 3 different worship groups and a 

tasty breakfast.   
 

Plan to join us for Christian bluegrass, Contemporary Christian and the  Sal-

vation Army Harbor Lights Choir.   Look for more details soon! 
 

Cathy Elijah — Music Ministry 

IT'S HERE!!  WELCA GENERAL MEETING!!! 

SATURDAY, MAY 2, FROM 10AM TO 1PM!!!  In the Holy Cross       

Annex!  Great fellowship, much information, terrific food AND FUN!  Our 

speaker will be on making your gardens havens for butterflies and hum-

mingbirds - with door prizes! Please come and see how your WELCA is 

working and offer your input on what we can do better!                            

SEE YOU THERE!!   WELCA Board 

WORKDAY 
 

A workday is scheduled on Saturday, May 30, 2015, 

starting at 9:00 am. Please come to volunteer. Thank you. 
 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will be meeting Saturday, May 16, in the annex at   

Holy Cross. Table games at 4:00 p.m. and pot luck supper served at 5:00 

p.m. Please bring your favorite covered dish to share. Looking forward to 

seeing you there. 

Stan Crick 

Nancy Beamesderfer 
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SPRING BRINGS SHOWERS OF BLESSINGS 
 

God has showered us with blessings. It started with a wonderful Fund Rais-

er! Our  parents worked very hard to make it a success. It was especially 

sweet this year because we were celebrating our 50th Year of the school. 

The theme was the 50’s and the decorations took us right to that time.    

Marilyn Thigpen and Sharon Wagner were honored as we presented them 

with a plaque of appreciation. They are up on the wall in the school so come 

by and see them! They surely are and continue to be the “wind beneath our 

wings”.  We were able to collect $14, 397.00 and adding a $5,000.00 contri-

bution lovingly given by an alumni, our total came to $19,397.00! We are 

humbled by the generosity of the families and the community. 
 

Next we have our SPRING PROGRAM in the gym on May 1st, at 10:30 

a.m. This is a big occasion for the school. The children make the refresh-

ments and each class presents a few songs. We invite you to join us!      

Marilyn Thigpen will be with us. 
 

Other things that are coming up are a visit from Clint Pustejovsky the 

“Reptile Man”, our annual Pet Show, the Spring Store, and Puppets with 

Pizza.  Our Pre K Graduation will be the last day of school on May 22nd. 

Our Prayer Pals from Holy Cross will be there and will give a Bible to their 

pal. 
 

Our enrollment went very well. Everyone loved not having to stand in line. 

We are full except for one spot in our two day threes and one in our three 

day twos. There are four openings in our toddler program. We had two join 

us this week. One mother went here when she was a toddler and now her 

toddler will come, one had Ms. Thigpen when she was three and brings her 

child, how wonderful. If you know of anyone looking for a special school 

please share the news of HCELC. 
 

Thank you for making it possible for many lives to be touched.  

 

Cathy Bankhead 

Director 
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Here we are again.  It's MAY!  We're really into Spring, following the 

awakening heralded by Easter, and the rebirth of earth 's life coming out of a 

fearsome Winter.  The wonder of God's plan that shows itself year after year 

after year. 
 

But as we witness the perfection of God's plan, we sometimes wonder about 

ourselves, with all of our imperfections.  Permit me to share some thoughts 

on that subject from a devotional book entitled “Starting Your Day Right”  

by Joyce Meyer, whom you may recognize as a televangelist extraordinaire.  

I have found her to be right on target so many times.  This is one of them: 
 

 

God Likes the Way He Made You 
 

Have you ever asked God, “Why did you make me this way?”  

Sometimes the things that we think are our worst faults,  

God will use to His greatest glory:   

“But who are you, a mere man, to criticize and  

contradict and answer back to God?   

Will what is formed say to him that formed it,  

Why have you made me thus?”  

(Romans 9:20),  

Jesus died so that we might enjoy our life in abundance and to the 

fullest until it overflows.  You are not going to enjoy your life if you 

don't enjoy yourself.  Be satisfied with yourself, and celebrate the 

unique way God made you. 
 

Let us of Stephen Ministry help you, listen to your feelings, and join with 

you in finding the unique qualities that God has entrusted to you.  
 

God's blessings, 
 

Marge Carroll  
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01 Jackson Lambeth 

02 Marge Carroll 

04 Carol Prokofieff  

05 Stephanie Walton 

06 Nannette Luker 

07 Dolores Abrego 

María García 

 08 Jadher Abad 

 10 Pat Hartfiel 

 Antonio López 

 11 Catalina Villegas 

13      Socorro Samano 

15 Mario Torres 

16 LaVerna Wegner 

 Oscar Contreras 

17 Bettie Baring 

18 Jhon Jairo Arroyave 

19      Jo Ann Wood 

27 Al Raschke 

28 Carolyn Rothschild 

20 Michael González 

MAY - 2015 

03   The Lambeth Family 

10   Sharon Wagner 

17   Betty Mooney & family 

24   The Lambeth Family 

31   Sharon Wagner 
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DATE 
 

1st READING 
 

PSALM 
 

2nd READING 
 

GOSPEL 

 

05/03/2015 
Acts 

8:26-40 

 

22:25-31 
1 John 

4:7-21 

John 

15:1-8 

 

05/10/2015 
Acts 

10:44-48 

 

98 
1 John 

5:1-6 

John 

15:9-17 

 

05/17/2015 
Acts 

1:15-17, 21-26 

 

 

1 

 

1 John 

5:9-13 

John 

17:6-19 

 

05/24/2015 
Acts 

2:1-21 

104:24-34, 

35b 

Romans 

8:22-27 

John 

15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

 

05/31/2015 
Isaiah 

6:1-8 

 

29 
Romans 

8:12-17 

John 

3:1-17 

 READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 MAY 2015 

TO BEGIN APRIL 2015 – 
 

No, it was more than Apr il Fool’s Day for  12 HCLC fellows. They 

gathered at Mytiburger for their “usual” monthly breakfast and John 

Wenger’s devotion based on    C S Lewis’s “Making a Choice”. Mean-

while, 6 gals got together for their own breakfast meeting. 
 

It was super that Charles Pustejovsky and Al Raschke were able to attend 

– boosting the men’s number to its highest for 16 months. 
 

To get on the Reminder Call List, just give your current phone number to 

Calvin (713-690-9596).  Hear from you – see you! 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE                             
 

MARCH 2015 
 
 
 
 

English Services  :  95 

        English Lenten Services :  41 

                           (12:00 noon) 

Spanish Sunday Services  :  98 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris A. Drosche 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are                      

sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

MARCH 2015 
    

  Receipts      $ 27,550.00        

                  Expenses       40,130.06 

                  Balance   < $ 12,580.06> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ………..    $ 81,653.00          

Expenditures year to date  …….      122,917.81 

Balance                                    < $ 41,264.81> 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Bill Alexander   

Randy Burns 

Ronald Burns 

Betty Dodson 

Marty Nebeling 

Jeri O’Neill 

Jane Powers 

Penny Ramírez 

Bill Rogge 

Sue Ruthstrom 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Gene Schwartz 

Betty Valites 

 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253     
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                   Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Ann Larson                                   President 

Warren Schick                                  Vice-President 

Sandra Williams      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


